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Objective 1

To produce ODL research
that is responsive to
UNISA’s vision of ‘the
African University shaping
futures in the service of
humanity’.



Objective 2

To build capacity aimed at
improving the quality and coverage
of higher education through the
open distance learning (ODL) mode.
Focus on technology assisted 
teaching, learning & research
(a) Digital Proficiency 
(b) Digital Literacy, and 
(c) Digital Fluency.



Objective 3

To position the UNESCO
Chair as a Southern African
regional hub for integrated
system of research, training,
information sharing and
documentation of ODeL.



Objective 4

To align UNISA with
international ODL role
players in order to facilitate
exchange and collaboration
in the delivery of quality
distance education and
service to humanity.



United Nation (UN)’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 



SDGs Convergence 
SDG4 is about advocacy of universal
primary and secondary education
(Universal Youth Literacy):
• Early childhood development and

universal pre-primary education;
• Equal success to technical/vocational

and higher education;
• Provision of relevant skills for decent

work;
• Assurance for gender equality and

inclusion;
• Provision of education for sustainable

development and global citizenship



The Global COVID-19 Pandemic



The advent of the 4th Industrial Revolution



4IR, Artificial Intelligence (IA)



Internet of Things



Teaching in a Digital Age 



Digital Competence (ODL Capacity) 



Trends in Open Distance e-Learning 



Trends in ODeL



New Trends in ODeL 



Partnerships with ODeL Practitioners



UNISA ODeL e-Conference 



Teaching in a Digital Age 



UNESCO Chair: Teaching in an ODL Digital World



UNESCO Chair on ODL-BOU Partnership 



UNESCO Chair’s Regional Collaboration




